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This paper will introduce the concept of an artist-run Laundromat, which is
currently in development by the artist Rebecca Conroy and planned for a
location in Sydney in October 2017. This project A Very Beautiful
Laundromat is both a venture with serious intent and speculative art project,
or platform to experiment and present a number of different iterations on
the theme of art and economy.
In order to understand the relevance and significance of a Laundromat as the
perfect vehicle for an enterprise such as this, this paper will detail the
context of the feast and famine economy of the creative labourer and the
extra-ordinariness of domestic labour alongside the artists exceptional
labouring body—as two examples of how both socially productive labour and
the artist’s draw attention to the flaws in current economic modelling and
point to the potential for new ones.
Drawing on the work done by feminists and theorists Marina Vishmidt,
Angela Dimitrakaki Andrea Phillips and Angela McRobbie, I will be using the
Laundromat as a lens to explore the intersection between precarity and
messy embodied laboring processes that are aligned with creativity,
nurturing, and procreation.
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